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Principles are laid down, 
bliſhed, by which all 
ſtill prevailing in the world, 
and all future ones for ever prevented from 
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H E reaſon why the , 5 
of the following reflections on. . 
KEXEX Miſs Canninc's miraculous ad» 


ventures, has been- deferred ſo long, is, 
that I wanted to ſee what further light 

might be thrown upon this m 
fair, by the enquiries that I h 
were making into it, by perſons ſufficient 
able to eſtabliſh it paſt controverh | 
truth, or detect it if an impoſture, pro- 
vided either could be done by human tele. 


4 T 


l ; fo that I might not be c obliged af 4 
terwards to retract any thing that is here 
advanced; but all hopes and dangers of that 
kind ſeem now to be for ever removed by 
. the late verdi& of the grand jury. My 
motive for publiſhing them now, is an ho- 
neſt and laudable deſign to prevent guilt 
and impoſture, from entirely triumphing 
over truth and innocence; to lay down 
principles, and ſhew a method, by which 
not only this, but all other impoſtures ſtill 
prevailing in the world, may be detected; 
and by that means to hinder any future ones 
from eſtabliſhing themſelves hereafter, and 
being hurtful and pernicious to mankind; 
which will always be found their natural 
| and neceſſary conſequence. 5 


Iris wrong in any man to indulge a far- 
caſtic diſpoſition, yet without danger of be- 
ing juſtly charged with that, I cannot help 
imputing to the modern Engliſh, particu- 
larly the Londoners, a much greater ſhare 
öl groſs credulity, than can be ſaid to have 

32221 the ancient Greeks and Romans: 
| oy ph: | 


The vulgar wok cheſs 6 no doubt | 


believed all the miracles and prodigies of 
their reſpective religions ; but then they 
conſtantly aſſigned an adequate cauſe for 
them, the immediate interpoſition of their 
gods and ſuperior beings; and when once 


* 


ſuch a belief is eſtabliſned, they cannot 


. juſtly be blamed for giving credit to any 


miracle whatever, provided it does not car- 


ry a direct contradiction in itſelf; but the 
credulity of the Engliſh is inexcufable, for 
they believe the moſt abſurd things imagi= 
nable, without having recourſe to any ſu- 
- pernatural interpoſition at all. The rabbit= 

woman, the adventure of the quart-bottle, 
and the migration of the Londoners to the 
fields, occaſioned by the ſoldiers propheſy=. 
ing a third earthquake, 2 are recent and no- 
torious inſtances of this truth ; however 


theſe, particularly the two laſt, were only. 


ſudden guſts and ſtarts of credylity, of 
which no doubt my ſagacious fellow-citt> 
Zens were heartily aſhamed, as ſoon as the 
fit was over; but this whole tory of CAx- 
NING affords in my opinion, a moſt remarks 
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Me © „ a 
duliy, . of a ſettled, obſtinate, moun- 
tain-removing faith, that makes light of all 
_— and PER W 5 


N che 8 that the 3 
are credulous to the higheſt degree, num 
bers who would be thought to entertain 
ſentiments, and opinions far above the low 
prejudices of the vulgar, are equally incon- 
ſiſtent with themſelves: The growth of 
; ſcepticiſm and infidelity, has been prodi- 
gious of late years, and is, no doubt, much 
to be lamented I know ſome of thoſe gen- 
tlemen who affect to diſtinguiſh themſelves 
by the glorious name of Free-thinkers, to 

which they have no manner of title, and 

certainly there are many more, who re- 
ject as fabulous, the miraculous life and 
ſufferings of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, as they are related in the four goſ- 
pels, the moſt authentic and beſt atteſted 
hiſtories that ever were wrote, and at the 
ſame time give an implicit faith, to this 


ſtory of CANNIN G, the moſt improbable 
| and 
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tiived: It may be laid down as a firſt prin- | 
ciple, that thoſe who are inconſiſtent with 
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8 can never think conſiſtently _— 
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enquiry I have been able to make into this 
affair, I cannot help concluding the whole _ 
ous, as well as a villainous 
impoſtuce: I ſhall here lay before the read- 
er, with the utmoſt freedom and candor, 
tte reaſons which have obliged me finally 
to embrace this opinion. In the firſt place, 2: 
5 it is not now ſupported. by any teſtimo- 
ny but that of the girl herſelf, a child in 
years as well as u ding; and every 
ſober thinking man, would naturally re- | 
quire- the ſtrongeſt evidence. human teſti- | 
mony | could afford, before. he would give _ 
his aſſent to a ſtory ſo very improbable i mn 
all its circumſtances: In the next place, her 
own champions, the Juſtice and the Sur= —__ 
geon, have injudicioſly weakened even that 
evidence, by repreſenting her ſo very ſim- 
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ple and fly; perhaps: * may have tas 
proved, what they ſeem only to have in- 


tended, that the ſtory was not her own 


contrivance, but then the ſuſpicion muſt 
be, that either her ſillineſs and ſimplicity 
are ſuch, that ſhe has now deceived her- 
ſelf,” and is by this time perſuaded of its 
truth, or has been all along buoyed up in 


the aſſertion of it, by the madneſs and cre- 
dulity of thoſe that are about her. When ſhe 
was carried before the Juſtice and her cho- 


colate-houſe friends, unleſs we ſuppoſe her 


an ideot altogether, ſhe muſt have eafily - 
perceived that they all wiſhed to find her 


innocent, and that it would have given 


them pain, had ſhe declared herſelf other- 
wiſe; a principle of gratitude therefore to 


her benefactors, as well as ſelf-preſervation, 
would induce her to continue in her old 
ſtory without variation; and when men 
wiſh a thing, they are eaſily deceived by 
a perſon who flatters their wiſhes : But be 


this as it will, if ſhe is ſo very ſimple as 
her champions repreſent her, my real opi- 


nion „ "wm * herſelf has long been per- 


ſuaded 
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ſuaded of on truth of 1 tory, and that 
ſhe was not guilty of wilful perjury at the 
Old Baily ; and on this principle, the late 
verdict of the Grand Jury may be juſtified: 
From the fame principle, her compoſed: 
and uniform behaviour, before ſuch a tre- 
mendous man as the Juſtice, and ſuch fine. 
men as the great lords and ſquires, that 
frequent the Chocolate-houſe, may like- _—_ 
wiſe Tg: be accounted fore... - one 


of 5 va bat moſt with me, is 1 
this conſideration, that I cannot help think- f | 
ing her ſtory is contradicted by the teſtimo- = 
ny of nature, and where no miraculous in- - 
terpoſition is ſuppoſed, that muſt always o- 
verballance any human teſtimony whatever, _—_ 
eſpecially ſo weak a one as her relation is | ; | 
ſupported by, and which is clogged with = 
ſo many confeſſed improbabilities and in=  _ 
conſiſtencies beſides, as they are fully ſet | 
forth in Dr, Hill's pamphlet. The conſe- 
quences of faſting, according to Dr. Dodd. 
are waſte of fleſh, coſtiveneſs, and livid | 2 4 
bn of the ſkin ; „ according. o Br. 1 
„ a | Bocrhaave, 


te! 


nn PAS, are = "WY faints- 
ing fits, a craving canine appetite, an entire 

loſs of it ſucceeding, an immenſe thirſt 
dryneſs and weakneſs, | gripes and wind, an 
accumulation and vomiting of bile, waſte 
of fleſh, watchings, epilepfies, furious fe- 
vers, and death. Dr. Boerhaave gives rea- 
ſons for his ſymptoms, Dr. Dodd gives none 
for his, and all acquainted with medicine, 
know that none can be given ; and I hope 
that even Miſs CanninG's friends will know 
ſo much as not to compare the authority and 
characters of the two Doctors: All indeed 
that I can learn from the ſurgeon's per- 
formance, is, that he knows nothing of his 
| buſineſs, which to me, who never deſign to 
be his patient, is a truth of no conſequence, 
It may be obſerved that coſtiveneſs and li- 
vid ſpots on the ſkin, are not mentioned at 
all, and that waſte of fleſh is amongſt the 
laſt of Dr. Boerhaave's ſymptoms, as any 
one may ſee it naturally and neceſſarily muſt. 
Dr. Dodd informs us that Miſs was a hearty 
girl, ſanguine, and of a florid countenance ; 


now 4255 doctor but himſelf would — 
: known 


e 


Fob. 


n hearty a girl muſt have been | 
' ſooner and more ſtron gly affected by hun ger. 
than one that was leſs ſo; one of Dr. Boer- ; 
| haave's firſt ſymptoms, is a ſtrong canine 
appetite, in which caſe, not only the minced, 


pye, which ſhe kept as a corps de reſerve, 
for ſo the ſtory goes, but the cruſts of bread | 


however unſavoury, muſt have been de- 


voured at once: The next ſymptoms that 


occur, are a burning thirſt and dryneſs, 


when the pitcher of water would certainly 
have ſhared the ſame fate; ſuch according 


to the greateſt phyſician that ever lived, 


would have been the neceſſary conduct of | 


a perſon in a ſtarving, condition; but. Miſs 


and huſbanded her ſmall allowance with a 


prudence, diſcretion and economy, not on- 


ly above her years and underſtanding, but 


even above human nature, and poſſibility 
itſelf: However, this and much more than 


this, can be no objection with true, be. 


eving Canningan champions, credideris ni- 


bil temere, cries Pr. Dodd, credo. quia. in. 
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nh g, an ancient father would have 
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Ad i in the 18 caſe. Another very re- 
markable circumſtance i is, that this girl was 


very much ſubject to epiteptic fits, efpect- 
ally when frightened, and accordingly fays 
ſhe was carried off in one, which is both 


very natural and probable ; but then how 


came ſhe not to fall into one when the gip- 
ſy took the ſtays from her, and threatened 
dd cut her throat, or not to have one the 


whole time ſhe was confined in the gar 


ret? This is alone ſufficient to confute her 
ſtory, for Boerhaave tells us, that both faint- 


ing and epileptic fits are the neceſſary con- 


' ſequences of being ſtarved, and one natu- 


rally ſubje& to them before, would much 


more readily fall into them then; in my o- 
pinion Miſs CAN NIN G is very much obliged 


to Mary Squires, for ſhe ſeems to have cured 


| Her entirely of her convulſion fits. Were 
a Jewiſh author to give an account of this 
affair, according g to the medicinal theory 
that flouriſhed amongſt his learned coun- 


trymen in ancient times, he would do it 


pretty much in this manner: And a cer- 
tain woman named Elizabeth had a devil, 


and 
5 4 1 
* 1 4 . a 
Fg 


WIE. 


ds certain gipſy caſt bim out of her; a i 


and the devil went up into the great city, 
and entered into Juſtice Fielding, Dr. Dodd, 
the mob at White's chocolate-houſe, 5 
the London mob in general, and they all 
went mad; and the chief magiſtrate being 
a wiſe man, endeavoured to drive the devil 
out of them, but they would not be healed; 
and they reviled him, and the thoughts of 
their hearts were evil againſt | him and or 
ars SRI.” FY 2) 


1 am RY: aware that there are 3 


able inſtances of perſons that have faſted 


much lon ger than our young lady is ſup- 


poſed to have done; but then theſe faſtings 

were all the conſequences of diſtempers, ei- 
ther of the body or mind, as appears plain- 
ly from Dr. Dodd's inſtances, though nei- 
ther very well atteſted nor very well choſen, 
which was not the caſe with Miſs, who 


vas fo hearty, ſo ſanguine and florid when 
ſhe was turned up to ſtarve in the garret: 


Beſides, in theſe people who have long 
ated food, the animal functions go on 


E —- 


Tr]. 


piety inveh In the natural way, and they 
_  fuffer little on that account, or elſe they 
could not ſubſiſt at all, but the contrary hap- 
| pened in this caſe, which ſhews that what 
ſymptoms were obſerved about her at her 
return, could not have been occaſioned by 
long faſting. In Hoffman's works there is 
a very remarkable account of two women, 
who when under the cataleptic or prophetic 
_ diſtemper, faſted one of them five weeks, 
and the other fourteen days, and fo. far from 
being coſtive, the firſt, which was very ex- 
traordinary, ngulis drebus copioſa & valde 
dura atvo reddidit flercora, in the other, ex- 
creta omnia fe bene habebant nec menſes ſui 
officis obliviſcebantur ; neither of them loſt 
their colour or their fleſh, and when out of 
the fits their ſtrength was very little impair- 
ed. I remember ſeveral other inſtances of 
this kind, in different authors, but not 
having them by me, cannot refer to them; 
during the time that theſe two women faſt- 
ed, they faw viſions, felt inſpirations, and 
propheſied, which are always the natural 


_—_ of the Cataleply, and their minds 
| being 


tony Ds 


being employed that way, is the — 
why they did not ſuffer from the want of | 
nouriſhment. This diſtemper is reckoned 
by phyſicians, to be very rare, but that is a 
vulgar error, for it can he proved from the 
nature of things, and the ſimilarity of ſymp- 
toms, that all the extaſies, viſions, and tran- 
ces of ancient and modern prophets, primi- 
tive and preſent chriſtians, are nothing elſe 9 
but the effects of that diſtemper; that it is = 
A en ade EIB EET [ 
raiſed, propagated, and communicated by 
art and contivance ; for which, ſuch per- = 
{ons as Whitfield and Weſley, are verypro- 1 
per inſtruments *. If then Mis Cx ve, 
after her return, having none of theſe ſymp- 
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* It may not here be amife to theo together ſome 
_ obſervations, confirming the truth. of what I have a- 
bove advanced. It is very remarkable, that J. Scott, 
Dr. Dodd's moſt celebrated faſter, after having tra- 
velled to Italy, and ſtarved a while at Rome, came 
to England, where he was ſeized with the diſtemper 
of preaching, near a-kin to that of propheſying, an 
mounting the roſtrum at St. Paul's, harangued againſt 
| the divorce of King Henry the eighth, which was 
then in i agitation 3 3 on which account he was thrown 
into 
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toms about her, which Dr. Dodd ſo learn- 
edly accounts for, had told her ſtory i in the 
| Game manner, with reſpect to her being 
carried off, robbed and confined, only with 
this variation, that during her impriſon- 
ment the: was * and entranced, and. 
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ix - 
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into priſon, where we are told he faſted fifty days. 
Mr. Dionis, a famous French ſurgeon, i in an appendix 
to his treatiſe on ſudden deaths, gives a very circum- 
ſtantial and extraordinary narrative of the caſe of a 
young lady, who all her life-time had been much ad- 
dicted to pious meditations, and was afflicted with the 
| Catalepſy for ſeveral months: At the beginning, ſhe | 
Had few or no viſions, neither did ſhe propheſy, which 
ſeems to have been owing to the extreme violence of 
her fits, but after they abated, ſhe began to pour 
forth prophecies in abundance, and ſee viſions in great 
plenty ; on which account ſhe was lodged by the 
king's order in a monaſtery ; after this we hear no 
more about her, only that ſhe was perſectly cured in 
a ſhort time. I have been told that Mr. George 
Whitefield, that renowned itinerant apoſtle, the laft 
time he was in Scotland, ſowed the ſeeds of prophe- 
cy in ſome pariſhes in the weſt, which, had they met 
with due encouragement from the paſtors of- the 
church, or a little ſeaſonable perſecution from the ci- 
vil magiſtrate, in all probability would-have produced 
a plentiful harveſt, and a prophetical univerſity might 


| have been founded, which | in time would have been 


* 


re) 


had been tranſported up into He eayen, and 


| converſed with ſaints, angels, and bleſſed 


ſpirits, and that aſter ſhe returned to earth, 
ſhe had made her eſcape; had ſhe told 


lieved her; being convinced of this, that 


as famous as the prophetical ſchool which Samuel e- 
rected at Naioth. I never ſaw the printed accounts 
which were publiſhed, or any of the prophets them- 

ſelves, but from what I can gather from thoſe who 


have ſeen and obſerved both, it appears plain to me, 


that their ecſtaſies could be nothing elſe but cataleptic 
fits, and from the great numbers that were ſeized at 
that time, it is evident, that it is an "OWE ena 
ION diſtemper. 


- T have read ſeveral popiſh legends, giving an ac- 


count of the viſions and ecſtaſies of their monks and 


nuns, and they all ſeem to. be the ſymptoms of this 
diſeaſe. The doctrine of Quietiſm or Moliniſm, is 
_ plainly a regular medical receipt to bring on this ca- 

taleptic, ecſtatic or prophetic diſtemper. How ſuc- 
ceſsfully it has been employed for that purpoſe, may 
be ſeen from the caſes of Father Girard's devotees, 
that profane jeſuit raiſed the unhappy Miſs Cadiere's 
paſſion for him, as well as other enthuſiaſtic ones, to 
a moſt extravagant height, by breathing on her: In 


the 20th chap. 22d ver. of St. John, we are told that 
aur faviour after his reſurrection, infuſed the Holy 


Ghoſt 
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under theſe, a perſon will eaſily endure: 
_ the longeſt faſting. Had ſhe come to town: 
Lay, and publiſhed a roll of propheſies, 
| — a French invaſion, or a third 
5 carth- 


Ghoſt, into his apoſtles, by breathing upon them. 
Hence it may be gathered, how very cautious we 
aught to be, in forming our judgment of things by 
their external appearances, when we ſee the wickedeſt 
of men, to bring about the moſt infamous ends, made 
lifed his apoſtles for ſpreading the light of the goſpel 
through a dark and ſinful world. There ſeems like- 
wiſe to be a remarkable analogy between the revela- 
tions, and vifions which Miſs Cadiere had during Lent, 
1730, and the revelations of St. John the evangeliſt, 
by. which it may be ſeen, that theſe morbid ecſtaſies, 
may ſometimes very nearly imitate the real inſpirati- 
au * TO Holy Spirit. | 


Ir is extremely remarkable, that befors Miſs Ca- 
diere had any viſions or eeſtaſies, ſhe was ordered by 
her e to take the ſacrament every day, and 
that after a while ſhe had them frequently both in her 
chamber and the ftreets, and that ſoon after that the 

_ cataleptic fits came on, which were extremely violent, 
and gave that impious jeſuit frequent opportunities of 


* his brutal * on the inſenſible 1 


| Ce 
earthquake ; ; had that occaſioned a ſecond 5 
migration of the Londoners to the coun- 
try, or a ſecond paſtoral letter, T ſhould 
not have been much ſurprized; in ſuch a 
caſe indeed, ſhe' could not have expected a- 
ny friends at the Chocolate-houle, poſſibly . 


of his beautiful and unhappy penitent. From her 
caſe which is publiſhed in four volumes, it appears 
that this father had about ſix devotees all under the | 
ſame management, and in the fame ſituation ;' we are =_ 
likewiſe told that Miſs Cadiere faſted during the whole = 
time of Lent, about forty days, and that when ſhe Es 
offered to ſwallow any thing, it threw her into vio- 
lent anxieties and convulſions, which is an ordinary 
ſymptom of the Catalepſy, as appears from Hoffman, 
Dionis, and other authors : This however is contra- 
dicted by the jeſuit, who affirms, that ſhe ate pies 
and pullets in private with another of his devotees, 
but that is altogether improbable, and the whole drift 
of the holy father in his defence, is to prove her an 
impoſtor, and that he himſelf was deceived by her. 5 
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Ix the rogth and 110th pages of the firſt volume, 
we are informed that this young lady poſſeſſed in ſome 
degree, the gift of tonguas, or ſpeaking in unknown 
languages during her ecſtaſies ; her advocates impute 
that as well as her other ſymptoms, to magic and ſor- 
cery, but this was only owing to their prejudices and 
There, | ignorance of the N and operations of na- 7 
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"they "EP liv been ſecretly afraid of her 
propheſy, but openly they would have treat- 


ed her as an impoſtor ; whereas I ſhould have 
believed every word ſhe had ſaid, and never 


haze ſuſpected the reality of her uttering 


1 * 


oi _— ä their completion. 
Such 
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ture, for it is evident from mn 


many of the moſt approved medical authors who have 
given ſeveral inſtances of it, that the gift of tongues 
is a natural ſymptom of nervous, convulfive, and ec- 


Ratic diſtempers. I know that it may eaſily be account- 


ed for from the ordinary powers of the human mind 
in analogouscaſes, which are not reckoned at all mi- 
raculous ; but this is not a proper place for ſuch a diſ- 


ſertation, I will only ſay in general, that ſhould a 


company of men and women be ſhut in a room faſt- 


ing and praying for ſeveral nights together, I ſhould 
not be at all ſurprized, if after they had faſted and 


prayed ſufficiently long, they ſhould begin to gabble 


together in unknown tongues, which neither them- 


ſelves nor others underſtood, while of thoſe that were 


preſent at the miracle, fome ſhould wonder, ſome 
ſhould think them mad, and others drunk : But at 


the ſame time I muſt obſerve, that this remark can- 
not poſſibly be applied to that extraordinary effuſion 


of tongues which happened to the apoſtles at the day 


of Pentecoſt ; for it was promiſed] them by our Lord 
himſelf; they expected it and wer prepared to re- 
ceive it; it was attended with miraculous circum- 
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would have been agreeable to nature and 


her operations; and unleſs ſhe had been an 


entranced viſionary the whole time, which 


her own account, and the ſymptoms ob- 


to ſupport it, but that Devil of credulity, 
which has entered into ae and his ad- 
herents. "oy | 


This girl 8 S and abſence, has 


occaſioned a great noiſe, and it may not 


- 


Rances ; ; ſuch as a mighty ruſhing wind from heaven, | 


and cloven tongues of fire ſat upon their heads all the 


time; beſides, they continued uniformly poſſeſſed of 
this truly miraculous talent ever after, and employed 


it ſucceſsfully in propagating the goſpel amongſt nati- 
ons of different languages: At leaſt this is the re- 
ceived opinion amongſt all orthodox chriſtian divines, 


but how far it has its foundation in the holy ſcriptures, 


as I neyer examined into it, I cannot pretend to 7. 


ſerved upon her when ſhe came to London, 
ſhew was not the caſe, I muſt always think- 
it impoſſible that ſhe could have ſurvived - 
ſo long a faſt, far leſs walked twelve miles 
after it. The preſent ſtory is the moſt in- 
conſiſtent I ever met with, and has nothing 
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ane to enquire into the Rodd 2 


| bable reaſons of it. Dr. Hill informs the 
world, that the has nothing marketable a- 


bout en but avcolting to the Poet, 


There fwims n $04 . or late, 


Will find ſome gentle gander for her mate. 


When the veracity of this grey gooſe was 
firſt ſuſpected, the readieſt and moſt natural 


ſuppoſition was, that ſhe had been the whole 


time engaged in love's ſoft dalliance, with 
Tome gentle gander her mate; but Juſtice | 


Fielding knocked this report on the head at 
once, by obſerving, that the gooſe went 
out as plump as a partridge, and came 


back as lean as a rake; and he adds, that 
of all the barbarities and cruelties, which 


ganders have inflicted upon geeſe, ſtarving 
them would be the laſt; and no doubt, he 


who has writ ſo many romances, and knows 


ſo much of the private tranſactions betwixt 
ganders and geefe, muſt be reckoned a good 
judge. The next report was, that her ab- 


Gs, and the condition in which the re- 
| turned 


ta] 
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this-De; Dock cane ee 


ſymptoms but one, which out of ignorance 
he excepts ; but till he calls it a malicious 
and a ſcandalous report, though he gives 
no reaſon for it. I muſt own, though it 
does not ſeem to want a foundation in na- 
ture, that I think it entirely falſe, | becauſe 
no reaſon can be aſſigned for this young vir- 
gin's undergoing a mercurial courſe, but 
| her being infected with the Megs 
and that too to a very high degree. 
however the ignorance or intereſt of yon 
geons, may make them diſguiſe the truth, 
it is certain, that the virulence of this ma- 
lady is prodigiouſly abated, in compariſon 


of what it was ſome years ago; that it is 
daily loſing ſtrength, and will in a ſhort 
time entirely diſappear : It may like- 
wiſe be added with equal truth, that of 
the many thouſand unhappy young people, 
who yearly go through the miſeries of a 
high ſalivation in this populous and licenti- 
ous city, perhaps there is not one in ten of 
| _ but what a be. cured with the 
fimpleſt | 


K 
„ Keipleſt ceternal applications, without ſo 
much as ſwallowing a pill, or taking a dofs 
of phyſick; and that in thoſe, who are 
tainted to the greateſt degree, a ſalivation 
at all, far leſs a high one, though perhaps 
the ſpeedieſt is never the ſafeſt, nor even 
the moſt certain method of cure. Were 
the ſurgeons content with only draining the 


the pockets of their patients, they would 


not be ſo much to blame, but to ruin their 
conſtitutions at the ſame time, is altogether 
inexcuſable: The misfortune indeed is, that 
with any regard to their character, or ap- 
pearance of conſcience in their bills, they 
cannot do the one, without doin 8 the other 
firſt _ 
Ar then our young | lady had been in : 
fuch a ſituation, if her juices had been fo 
vitiated, and her maſs of blood ſo tainted, 
as to render a mercurial courſe abſolutely 
neceſſary, ſhe could not have been in fo 
hearty and ſanguine a ſtate, or had ſo florid 
a countenance, as her ſurgeon repreſents : 
| als had ſhe put herſelf into his hands, or 
the 
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- thihands of ſome other as ignorant as bu 
' I is poſſible a high ſalivation might have 


only been flight. and external; and conſe- 


quently that the condition in which ſhe re- 


turned, "I have been ds to chat. 
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1 U T upon ſerioully 8 1 com 
paring all the circumſtances together, I can- 


not help thinking this report, though not 


entirely groundleſs, yet moſt probably falſe, 3 


1 5 eſpecially as from Dr. Dodd's own account 
of the matter, it appears demonſtrable that 


Miſs at the time of her elopement muſt 


have laboured under another diſtemper ra- 
ther more common amongſt young ladies of 
her ſobriety, reputed good character, and 


manner of life; in ſhort, to keep the. read? 


er no longer in ſuſpence, my real opinion 


is, that ſhe was then with child, and had 


been ſo for at leaſt five months before. No 
doubt the doctor and his adherents will 
think this report rather more ſcandalous and 
malicious than the firſt; ſcandalous indeed 
it is to her virginity, for 3 have Jong 
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Wb given over bearing children, as well bs 
Jupiter and Mars have given over begetting 
1 how far it is nme 
dad that having never drank chocolate at 
White's, or tea with the juſtice and his 
wife, I never ſaw her there, or indeed any 
_ Whereelſe, ſo ſhe has had no opportunity of 
inflaming my malice againſt her, by threat- 
'F ning to ſwear her child upon me, as ſhe has 

done the robbery upon Mary Squires, both 
which I believe ſhe might have done with 
equal juſtice: But whether it be malicious 
or not, the doctor can only blame himſelf for 
having given riſe to it ; indeed both Miſs and 
her champion ſeem to be equally fimple and 
ſilly, the one for telling a certain circum- 
Rance, and the other for publiſhing it; for 
they muſt not think thatall mankind are as 
ignorant and credulous As their friends at 
the chocolate houſe, or mob at the 
Old Bailey. In page 14, of the phyſical 
account we are told, that Miſs CANNING 
4 for the five preceding months had had 
we. common female benefit totally obſtruct- 
ed, 
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122 great, part, of 4 fight ine damp 
one kitchen.“ It is now granted n bo 


ee 
ſides, that 2 


„ - "benefit, a8 ar ſurgeon 
1 and. m. odeſtly.. calls it, had b © en 
totally obſtructed for ſo long. "Let us next 


17% d 


enquire, what could mo no! ; 0 "have 


„*. ax pay ts? oy N 


been the cauſe of it; and we ſhall ſoon 
diſcover, that it could not p on y be that 


xv 3” i 


which the ſurgeon, of Rauber We Fouß Ines 
lady herſelf has aſſigned: T Wi ut e 


1 am * 


ny RL that catching « cold, or gecping 


8 


in a damp place, may occaſion an 0 


tion of the benefit, if it Happens near, or 


"I # 23 


during the time of the eruption ; but tlien 
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continuing 'fo long, infalfibly: brings on the 
| moſt terrible and alarming ſymptoms, whi 
can never be cured till the cauſe is remov 
and if that cannot be done,” end at kalt M 
death itſelf. This is à fact ſo notorious, 
| that it is needleſs either to attempt to prove, 
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mor bid | ſuppreſſion from fuck a cauſe, and | 


or give any examples of it; none could be 


ignorant of it, but a navy ſurgeon; which 
| Mr. Dodd appears t to HavObarsr” One very 
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e conſequence of this ebftrudtion; 78 


the epilepſy, as is evident to all, who are 
ever ſo little converſant in medical obſerva- 
tions: If then a perſon before healthy, 
may become ſubject to the filling ſickneſs 
on this account, it is plain, that one naturally 
liable to it before, would be afterwards more 
afflicted with it than ever; but this was 
not the caſe with Miſs Canning, other- 
wiſe we ſhould certainly have heard of it. 
But were we to lay no ſtreſs on this. obſer- 
vation, an undeniable and never-failing 
conſequence of this obſtruction, i is the Chlo- 
roſis, or . green-ſicknels, | the fymptoms 
and appearances of which are -too well 
known to require a deſcription ; it is ſuffi- 

cient to obſerve, that they are abſolutely 
inconſiſtent. and utterly incompatible with 
that hearty and ſanguine habit of body, 
and florid countenance, which it is con- 
feſſed our young dady * at the time 
of ber e | : 


W b now Aon one ei 


wth, that the five months ſuppreſſion of 
Miſs 


* 


1 7 
Miſc Canume' $ female benefit; could nut 
poſſibly be owing to the cauſe aſſigned, or 
indeed. any other morbid cauſe whatſoever. 
This will naturally lead us to the real one, 
and of courſe to the unravelling and detect- 
ing this whole impoſture, and; myſtery: of 


the e ina and villaing. 
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1 unanimouſly agree in re- 
commending to chlorotic girls, as the laſt 
and; Herculean remedy for that diſtemper, 
| matrimony, atleaſt the duties and comforts 
of it. Juſtice Fielding very well knows 
that there are a great many young ladies in 
this city, who take care never to be ſubject ta 
that malady, while there is a temporary huſ- 
band to be had, or a man to be picked up 
in the ſtreets: I will not ſay that Miſs Cax- 
NING is juſt one of theſe, the contrary ap- 
pears from the univerſal good character ſhe bo 

had acquired in the neighbourhood; but 
vue may very reaſonably ſuppoſe that Miſs be- 
ing a little pale in the complexion, and wan 
under the eyes, might accidentally meet in 
- convenient place with a young, able, and 
E323 agreeable 
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Agreeable phyſiclan, who king noti ce Ws 


her condition,” might recommend an agree 
able medicine to remove it: * hough Miſs 
is not pretty, yet ſhe is young, and probably 
Was then, what ſhe is ſtill ſuppoſed to be; 
and all men know, that youth and inno- 


cence have native and reſiſtleſs charms; in 


a fit of innocence and ſimplicity, Miſs 


might conſent to have the medicine admini- 
ſtred unto her, it might prove too agreeable, > 
the doſe might be too often repeated in; 
ſhort, a thouſand things might happen, 

which might make this noſtrum operate 
more ſucceſsfully, than ever the doctor, or 
the patient intended it ſhould, till at laſt, 
Miſs found her benefit ſ üppreſſed, and her- 


ſelf with child. Knowing the worſt had 
nom happened, it is to be ſuppoſed ph 


gave a looſe” to dalliance and to Joy, and 


took their fill of love's ſoft ſport and wan- 


ton play: By theſe means Miſs got rid of 


all her former complaints, and became a 
hearty girl, ſanguine and of a florid coun- 


tenance. This a account to uſe Dr. Dodd's 
e W 
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words, is agreeable to nature! iid her 9 75 
rations, and therefore to reaſon. Ku Wa 
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B UT PER this EEG Besen 
forever laſt: Miſs was now turning round in 
the waſte, and the fulneſs of time was draw 
ing near; when ſhe muſt loſe her reputati-- 


on for virtue, and the favour and counte- 


nance of her maſter, friends and neigh- 
bours: The | larger ſhare ſhe. poſſeſſed of- 


all theſe, the greater reluctance would ſhe- 


feel in herſelf to part with them, the great- 


er would her dread of ſhame be, and the 


more determined her reſolution to prevent 


all bad conſequences if poſſible. If com- 


mon proſtitutes procure abortions, it is for 
fear their being with child ſhould ſpoil their 


occupation; they are ſeldom known to 
murder their children, if once they are 


fairly brought forth, which other women 
frequently do, only becauſe they have a 
character to loſe; and are therefore ſenſi- 
ble of ſhame, which proſtitutes are not: 
This is an obſervation that has been fre- 


+ PF made, and is verified by daily ex- 


perience. 
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141 


perience. "Her friends- have inſiſted much, 
on Miſs Canning! s good character, and it 
is therefore "ORE le to bara in the ſtrong- 
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coming to a criſis, ani what was to be done 


| naturally conſult her gallant, or rather her 


phyfician, who had fo fucceſsfully removed 
her former complaints, to ſee if poſſibly he 


_ _ could relieve her from this. This ingeni- 


_ ous gentleman probably was not able, cer- 


* 


ir this deſperate exigence? She would moſt 


 tainly not willing, either to maintain his 


brat, or give ſecurity to the pariſſi; there- 
fore he would readily co-operate with his 
. miſtreſs, or it may be inſpire her with: the 
ſolution of procuring an abortion, as the 


| only method to prevent all inconvenien- , 


cies. 


— bs Shes. 


certainly amongſt people, to whom ſuch 


— who no doubt are to be 
> found 


* 4 * 


rs 


2» Found inchivover-yrownineteipolis; abe 
Wl manner of poſſible villainies are daily 
put in practiee. In the courſeof her:confine 
ment, caſh might run low, ſo our young la- 
dy's half guinea and her three/ſhillings wen 
For it, and it is to he ſuppoſed, hergown, hat 
and ſtays, were'then-pawned'or fold; with 
robbingher of which the has © charged 
Poor gipfy, and the two men, whoaccording 
tothe fable, carried her off in alfit. Whatin- 
famous means were uſed to bring about · this 
who has ſtudiedymetlicine; as. it iis an agtee- 
able and entertaining branch of natural phi- 
ſophyy, and only irtends to applythe-know- 
ledge he has of it, tothe detecting an an- 
finite Variety of impoſtures, which have 
-prevailed, and wrought innumerable miſ- 
chĩefs in * world, both to the publiak, 
and to private perſons, amongſt'\which I 
ſeruple not to affirm that this is one; IH 
it cannot be ſuppeſed- that ſuch a perſon, 
would purpoſely make Himſeif acquainted 
with any of thoſe infamous arts, by which 


abortions are to be procured : This Iknow | 
in 
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þ ceſſary effects of which are, weakneſs, faint- 


L 32 


in general, chat the ſame medicines avoWẽ * 
| edly given, and publickly recommended C 
. phyſicians, to bring back: obſtructed bene- 


fits, will in larger and ſtronger doſes, moſt 


only occaſion abortions ; I know like- 


ln that there are drugs; in nature, and 


that villainy will invent and practice means, 
to bring about the latter infamous end, 
which no phyſician whatever, would make 
uſe of, for the former laudable and uſeful 
one and it is to be feared, that theſe are 
not ſuch ſecrets, even amongſt the loweſt 
N as it were to be wiſhed. 4 off 
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; from the ſymptoms obſe rvable on her at 


her return, I cannot pretend with any cer- 
tainty to gueſs at the particular treatment 
this virtuous young lady met with. during 
her confinement, This I will only ay, 


that if violent draſtic emmenagogue drugs 


were given her, after they had done their 
intended work, they would readily occaſi- 
on a ſuper-purgation, the l and ne- 


neſs 


? 


7 33 . 7 


neſs of voice, low pulſe, cold A great 
conſumption of body, heavineſs of the head, 
ſwelling of the belly, and all the ſymptoms 


* 


which were obſervable on her, when the 


dear creature returned to the longing arms 
of her fond mamma, the obſtinate coſtive- 
neſs only excepted, which muſt be owing 


to their having given her large doſes of opi- 
um, and violent aſtringents, in order to 
ſtop the fury of her evacuations. But be 
this as it will, it is certain, that an abortion 
at any rate, eſpecially an artificial one, is 
always more dangerous, and attended with 
worſe conſequences, than even child-birth 


itſelf ; ſo that it is no wonder ſhe got back 


to her friends i in ſl uch a piteous condition. | 


I ſhall now ſum up 3 


as few words as poſſible. The evidence 


which moved the jury to bring in the 


gipſy and her aſſociate guilty, has been 


long deſtroyed, by the recantation of Vir- 


tue Hall; in which ſhe ſtill continues. Dr. 


Hill, in his account of the matter, has 
ſufficiently ſhewn the glaring, and innu- 


F - merable 


= 


14 


merable contradictions, abſurdities, and in- 


conſiſtencies of the whole ſtory itſelf. And 
I think it is here proved, that ſhe could not 


poſſibly have ſubſiſted ſo long in the gar- 
ret, without being ſtarved to death, and 
dying raving mad; which is the fate of all 
perſons, who go out of the world in that 
manner ; unleſs ſhe had fallen into a ſeries 
of prophetic viſions and extafies, which by 
her ſymptoms at her return, and her own 
account of the matter, could not poſſibly 


have been her caſe. It is likewiſe proved, 


from her habit of body, at the time of her 
elopement, that the total ſuppreſſion of her 

benefit, could not have been owing to any 
other cauſe whatever, but her being with 


child. It is certain, ſhe was not ſo at her 


return, therefore, ſhe muſt neceſſarily have 
been employed, during her confinement, 


in procuring an abortion; and it is pro- 
ved beſides, that the bad condition ſhe 
was in when ſhe came back, was the na- 
tural conſequence of the infamous means, 
that were practiſed to get rid of her burthen, 
and that it could not poſſibly have been the 


effect 


ET 


effect of ſtarving. This I think is the moſt 


probable and natural ſolution, that has yet 


been given of this myſtery; it is certain, 
that it accounts for every thing, and an- 
ſwers all the appearances, and I am fully 
perſuaded, that it is the truth itſelf, I 


could have ſupported the phyſical reaſon- 


ing, with a much greater variety of autho- 


rities and examples, but I thought it need- 


leſs; however, I ſhall be ready to do it, 
whenever what I have here ſaid is contra- 
dicted, by any phyſician or ſurgeon in great 
Britain, Dr Dodd only excepted ; which I 
believe is a . that will never happen. 


Whether our inch and perpetual 
virgin, has got her common female benefit 
totally obſtructed a ſecond time, and is a- 
gain with child, I cannot pretend to ſay; 
if ſhe 1s, ſhe cannot be far gone, and we 
may comfort ourſelves with this reflection, 


that ſome time muſt elapſe, before ſhe finds 


it neceflary to make another elopement, and 
at her return to hatch another miraculous 
and e legend, which no doubt, 
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will raiſe as great diſputes, tende ail 


factions, as this has done; and ſet Juſtice 


Fielding, Dr. Dodd, her chocolate-houſe 
| friends, and the Londoners in general, all 


as-mad again, as ever they were. 


Ir now remains to make ſome general 


reflections on the fable itfelf, and the ef- 


fects it has had. When Miſs found her- 


ſelf in a condition to make her appearance, 


a fable was abſolutely neceſſary to excuſe 
her long abſence to her dear mamma, her 


maſter, friends and neighbours, to prevent 


all ſuſpicions, about the manner in which 


ſhe had been employed; and it was found 


not inconvenient to contrive it ſo, that they 
might entertain a higher opinion of her 
virtue and chaſtity, than ever they had 


done before: The ſtory that was hatched, 


ſerved all theſe purpoſes moſt admirably, as 


the event has ſhewn; and has been pro- 
ductive of greater conſequences, than the 


original inventors intended it ſhould, or e- 


ven could have wiſhed. For the ſucceſs 


- . moſt 


moſt others of the ſame kind, has been r- 
ther owing to a fortuitous concourſe of e- 
vents favouring it, and to the immenſe folly, 
_ credulity, and ignorance of the bulk of 

mankind, ever ready to be impoſed on, than 
to any preconcerted plan, ſcheme or de- 
ſign. This is a curious obſervation, and I 
could evince the truth of it, by a variety 
of much more intereſting inſtanccs than 
this: So that in juſtice, I muſt acquit 
the lady-mother of our young virgin, of 
all ſhare in the plot; which Dr. Hill ſeems. 
to lay to her charge: At the ſame time, this A 
gentleman has fully proved, that Miſs had - 
never been at Enfield Waſh, till ſhe went 
there with her poſſe, to apprehend the gip- 

ſy and her adherents. But ſhe might have 
received what information ſhe had, which 

was far from being exact, from her gallant, . 
who might have been there, and probably 
ſtood in the fame relation to Virtue Hall, 
'or even to the gipſy herſelf; for he does 
not ſeem to be an over nice gentleman, ei- 
ther in his amours, or his morals. 
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„ very ? juſtly. c calls this a not 
Ns ſtory ; and indeed if it be con- 
fidered in a political view, I muſt always 
honour the contriver of it, whoever he 
was: Had he lived in a country and an age 
when new religions and revelations were in 
faſhion, he muſt have been a dangerous 5 
member of ſociety; he ſeems indeed to be 
a thorough artiſt in deception, and to be a 
perfect maſter of the beſt methods of im- 
poſing on the bulk of mankind ; he cer- 
tainly underſtands to a nicety, the great ſe- 
cret and myſtery of impoſture, and that is, 
to publiſh a ſtory, which the more abſurd, 
inconfiſtent and improbable it may be, pro- 
vided it keeps within the bounds of what 
the bulk of mankind think barely poſſible, 
is always ſure of ſucceſs, in the ſame pro- 
portion that it tends to raiſe and inflame their 
paſſions, their wonder, pity, compaſſion 
and indignation: If he ſucceeds in this, the 
buſineſs is done, he has nothing now to do 
but to lie ſtill, or if he acts at all, to direct 
the thunderbolt aright, and rather check 
heir 2 than OO chem on. Men of 


ſenſe 


[391 


fenſe always neglect ſuch” ſtories too much 
at firſt, they think them below their notice, 
or that they will ſoon evaporate of them- 

ſelves, but ſad experience has ſhewn this to 
be a vulgar miſtake z on the contrary they 
are ſoon firmly eſtabliſhed ; vires acquirunt 
eundo, they become venerable through age, 
and acquire a preſcriptive title to truth, 


which never fails tobe made uſe of; asfoon 


as they are called in queſtion; if they 
happen to be of the religious kind, - an end 
at once is put to all humanity and brotherly 
love amongſt men, and thoſe who out of ge- 
nerous principles would willingly detect the 
impoſture, and open the eyes of their fel- 
low-creatures, are fure to be reviled and evil- 
intreated, perhaps finally confuted with the 
unanſwerable ſyllogiſms of fire and faggot; 


if they ſhould begin early to diſturb the 


public quiet, or attack the lives and cha- 
racters of innocent perſons, as happened i in 
this caſe, the civil magiſtrate may ſoon 
take notice of them, and endeavour to de- 
tect the impoſture, yet a thouſand aecidents 
ariling from che nature of thing, may 
render 
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render all his attempts Welz and 
though the improbability of the ſtory itſelf 
ſhould be fully diſplayed, and laid open, 


yet thoſe whom it has deceived, either may 
not ſee it, or if they ſhould, make that very 


improbability the ſtrongeſt argument for 


its truth; which has been Juſtice Fielding's 


method in this caſe, as appears from his 


pamphlet o on the ſubject. 


Bur. _ and probability will at the 
long run always prevail over their oppoſites, 


and particularly in a legend like this, where 


there can be no rooted educational preju- 
dices, (as we are not quite ſo mad as our 


anceſtors, to make every fooliſh and mira- 


culous ſtory hatched and believed amongſt 
a few brainſick enthuſiaſts, the foundation 
of a new, or a part of the old religious 
ſyſtem, ) will be ſoon univerſally exploded, 
and men will begin to wonder how they 


have ſuffered themſelves to be ſo groſsly de- 


ceived ; but credulity is frequently a paſſi- 
on, and being nurſed up and cheriſhed by 


other paſſions, ſuch as admiraton, pity, &c. 


5 | e \ 
falls itſelf of courſe, as ſoon as thats: its 


ſupporters give way. If the ſtory which 
this little wretch told when ſhe came home, 


be conſidered in this view, it will be found 
to be moſt admirably contrived : Her ſo gal- 


lantly rejecting the gipſy's proffers of fine 
cloaths, gave mankind an high opinion of 
her chaſtity and virtue, and thus ſhe acquired 


their eſteem and regard; her miraculous 


faſting, her eſcape and ſufferings afterwards, 
all concurred to inſpire them with wonder 
and admiration at the affair in general, with 
pity and compaſſion for the little wench her- 
ſelf, and wrath and indignation againſt the 
ſuppoſed authors of her miſeries : Thus all 
their paſſions were at once ſo much engaged, 
that they had neither time nor leiſure to ex- 
amine, whether the ſtory that raiſed them 
was probable, or even poſſible, but they 
took every thing that Ex IZ ABR TR ſaid, for 


granted; advertiſements were publiſhed; 


ſubſcriptions were raiſed ; proſecũtions were 
begun; and the poor gipſy was condemned 
to be hanged ; hitherto indeed ſhe has been 
kept alive by the merciful exertion of his 


G majeſty” . 


Ta? 

majeſty's prerogative, but the ſentence gat 
remains in force againſt ber ; and ur young 
lady being now finally acquitted of all charge 
of perjury, the Canningan faith ſeems to be 
impoſture has all the advantages it could ever 
1 od. But time I hope will ſoon 
_ diſcover, that truth will at laſt prevail over 
this, as well as every other ene, (ak 
> and 1 #306 46 Js getter. 


| ar event vial ons. 3 
| whole 2nd was adapted to the groſs 1 in- 
tellects of the bulk of mankind in general, 
from the gay young ones, young in under- 
ing at leaſt, Who play at cards and 
drink chocolate at White's, to the promiſe 
euous rabble who pelted the gipſy s witneſſes. 
at the Old Bailey. The behaviour of ſuch 
people indeed, who are generally governed 
by whim and Caprice, is not much to be 


wondered at; but I cannot help being ſur- 
prized at the conduct of Juſtice Fielding in 
fagacity and penetration, and who from 


1 
his witty and humorous w: 
be thoroughly verſed in all the) deckitoingd 
weakneſſes of the human heart; he muſt: 
or ſhould have known; that this greater this 
girl's ſillineſs or ſimplicity was, the more 
eaſily ſhe might impoſe upon herſelf, and 
after ſhe had ſworn and aſſerted her ſtory 
To often, the more difficult it would be to 
_ puzzle and confound her in it; and tlie leſs 
ſuſpicious he might be of her intention or 
ability to deceive him, with 1 fas 
pes EN r 2 ug 
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on the iſſue that this affair is already chin 
to. The gipſy has been twice reprieved, 
and will -hardly now” ſuffer ; all further 
ehquiries are now ſtopt as I ſuppoſe, by the 
verdict of the grand jury; ant Miſs Cax- 
MN will now peaceably enjoy all the good 
conſequenees of her obſtructed benefit: 
Thus villainy is rewarded; and innocener 

puniſhed.” If that villainy be ſo deep as I 
: — 0 is, it is not to e the it will 


I 2 quality 


tel 


| Sv innocence. will never be cleared 
up to the ſatisfaction of all men; ſo the 
whole affair will ſtill remain in ſome degree 
a myſtery. Of courſe, if we act as prudent 
and rational men, we ſhould rather conſider 
the probability or improbability of the events 
themſelves, than the teſtimony by which 
they are ſupported or overthrown ; and if 
that be done with candour, it will be found 
that the truth or falſehood of the ſtory it- 
ſelf, ought to make no alteration in the o- 
pinions we ſhould entertain of the conductof 
the two different parties: That is, ſuppoſing 
Miſs CannixG's ſtory as true, as I believe it 
falſe, the conduct of her friends and champt> 
ons, is nevertheleſs highly blameable and ri- 
diculous, and thatof the lord mayor ſtillkcom- 
mendable and praiſe-wotthy, for he thought 
and acted according to probability, and 
the others contrary to all rules of it; the one 
was guided by reaſon, the others driven by 
paſſion. Probability and improbability de- 
pend not more on the circumſtances of the 
facts themſelves; than of the perſons to 
whom they are related. The more igno- 
| 26 rant 
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__rarit people are, that is to fay;/ che le bey 
know of the extent of the powers of na- 


ture, were they to act reaſonably, they dught 


to be the more incredulous, and with the 


greater difficulty grant their aſſent to any 


ſeemingly miraculous ſtory; but the direct 
*contrary of this, is always obſerved to be 
true, and is an obſervation chat cannot be too 
much agended to. 


96 
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giouſly far in moſt caſes; what appears mi- 


raculous to the vulgar, a philoſopher, knows 


1s nothing but one of her ordinary operati- 
ons; no man would incline to extend the 
powers of nature farther than myſelf, but 
then I know they muſt have their bounds, 
and I have rejected Cannine's ſtory, be- 


cauſe it appears to tranſgreſs thoſe bounds. 
If it is true, then the powers of nature 
muſt extend farther than ever I thought they 


did; but whether it be true or falſe, I know 
this, that the extent of human credulity i is 
prodigious, or rather infinite; that properly 
AP! it has no — and that there 
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ado Wenn monſtrouſly abſurd, fo palpa- 
bly tidiculous, or apparently impoſſible, 
but what! the bulk of men may ſwallow 
ant digeſt, venture their lives in defending, 
und dit aſſerting the truth of it: And at 
the ſame time, no fable ſo trivial and in- 
- Conſiderable in itſelf,” but what the inmenſe 
folly, ignorance, and credulity of men, 
may render, not only of the laſt conſe- 
quence to themſelves, but to all their poſ- 
tetity From this vague, and undeter- 
mined knowledge men have of the powers 
of nature, and from the prodigious and al- 
moſt infinite extent of their eredulity, ſe- 
vetal conſequences might be drawn, which 
ate very: obvious; but T do not chuſe to in- 
Aft on them at preſent: I ſhall only fay in 
geheral, that until certain bounds and li- 
Mis be ſet to both, we can never form a- 
ny vpinions, much to be depended on, with 
reſpect 10 ſeveral matters, which all men 
wow Ro Be ak W . 3 
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3 then conclude.” If this Mis 
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Canning, has been a deceiver, which F 


am perſuaded, all ſenſible men reckon the 


moſt probable opinion; it may be ſeen, 
that an impoſture may be ſo cunningly 
contrived, or attended with fuch circum- 
ſtances, as to baffle and elude, all the vigi- 
lance, ſagacity, and penetraton of a wiſe, 
worthy magiſtrate, who wanted nei- 
ther inclination, power, nor opportunity, 
to diſcover and detect it. What then is to 
be ſaid of other ſtories, with equal juſtice 
ſuſpected of impoſture, which were reck- 
oned too infignificant at firſt to be enquired 
into, but, when afterwards they beeame of 


importance, and men would have willing- 


ly detected them, they found that the op- 
portunity was gone, the means were loſt, 

and the records and monuments deſtroyed, 

which would have been moſt ſubſervient 
for that purpoſe? The champions of this 
young thing, repreſent her to be fo ſimple 
and filly, that one would ſuſpect her to be. 
a child of light ; if then ſhe is an impoſtor, 
it muſt be granted, that the children of 
hight, _can. now and then deceive, and are 


ſometimes 


[48] 


ſometimes wiſer i in their generation, than the 

children of this world. On the other hand, if 
we ſuppoſe that it is all a truth, yet its moſt 
_ zealous champions muſt confeſs, that in this 
caſe, truth has been propoſed to the world; 
with all the appearances of falſhood and 
impoſture imaginable, and has been attend- 
ed with all the abſurdities, inconſiſtencies, 
and improbabilities, that can well be col- 


lected in one ſtory together; at the ſame 
time, they ought to reflect, that this truth 
has been as ſucceſsful, as even an impoſtor 
could wiſh it; for the enemies of our young 
lady are both in confinement, and one of 
them under ſentence of death, from which 
ſhe can only eſcape, by the gracious exten- 
| fion of our ſovereign's prerogative ; and that 
tte virgin herſelf, is now no longer militant, 
but triumphant ; that ſhe is honoured and reſ- 
pected, and has got money in her pocket; 
and if ſhe gets a benefit night at each play- 
houſe, will ſoon get more; in ſhort, that 
that is good for her, ſhe has been afflicted, 
and that the obſtruction of her common 
female benefit, has occaſioned the opening 


- 


ra). 


« an axtegedingey: pecuniary benefit uns 


to her. I fay ; let her SE be con- 
tent with all theſe advantages, let them le- 


lieve, and hold faſt in the ſublime, and in- 
conſiſtent myſteries of her virginity, and 


her obſtructed benefit, her faſting ſo mira- 


culouſly, and eſcaping ſo wonderfully, with 


a long train of ef cæteras; but let them not 
forcibly impoſe the creed, upon thoſe, Who 
have not that happineſs of Canningan be- 


belief, and facility of faith: Though old 
Homer, has made it a poetical hereſy, to 
to call in queſtion the chaſtity of Penelope; 
let them not make it a political one, to doubt 
the virginity of ELIZABETH; let them re- 
vile, provided they do not perſecute, and 
while they are ſoaring up, and expatiating 


at large, in the clear ſun ſhine of myſtical | 


intuition; they may look down with ſuperi- 
or pity and contempt on thoſe poor mortals, 


who are ſtill groveling in the dirt, and mire 


of infidelity and ſcepticiſm. ' 


* 


I hall juſt make one obſervation more, 


which when duly attended to, will be 
H found 


(80 


. wund of the laſt importance in life ; not 
only in keeping men from error, in diſco- 


vering truth, and detecting falſhood, but, in 


leading them to true and worthy notions of 


the ſupreme being; z and conſequently, of 
religion and virtue, without the practice and 


| exerciſe of which, there can be no real hap- 
pineſs in this life, or well founded hope i in 
that which is to come. Human teſtimony 


in a thouſand inſtances, as well as this, has 


been found erroneous, varying and fallaci- 


cious; ' whereas, the teſtimony of -nature, 


5's conſtant, uniform, and unvariable ; and 


whenever we think it otherwiſe, we ſhall 


always find it was owing to our ignorance 


of the powers of nature, and not to the 
inconſtancy of nature herſelf. This is a 
fact, and reaſon will inform us that it is a 
neceſſary one; human teſtimony, is the 
teſtimony of creatures finite and imperfect, 
influenced by paſſion, or ſwayed by in- 
tereſt, liable to be deceived themſelves, or 
inclinable to deceive others ; but the teſti- 


mony of nature, is the teſtimony of its au- 
1 70 of God himſelf; a being infinitely 


per- 


=. (3 51 95 
pees and ſupreme, to wh no paſſion, 
no intereſt, can be imputed, unleſs it be 
to promote the good and happineſs of his 

creatures; who cannot poſſibly be deceived 
himſelf, or contribute to the deception of 
others. When therefore, the teſtimony of 1 
nature, and human teſtimony, ſeem to con- 9 
tradict one another, we ought firſt to eka I 
mine, whether that contradiction is apa 
rent or real, if real, then the laſt ought to 37 
be entirely rejected, and to have no regard 
paid to it; if only apparent, then all the 
regard ought to be paid to human teſtimo— ; 
ny, that it can demand from the nature of 3 
the events it relates, or the characters of : 
the witneſſes relating them. We can only 4 
know the characters of men, from their | 
actions; in the ſame manner, we can only 5 
| know the character of God, from his works; 9 
ve muſt therefore ſtudy nature, Which is | 
the work of God, if we want to know 
| what God is or what he would have us to I 
be. The ſtudy of nature, therefore, and her 2 
philoſophy, is the direct road to wiſdom, 
virtue and religion; by ſuch means, we 
i ſhould 
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ter, and more virtuous men, every day 
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. 7 wid indi a Little — 7 for 
the author of this pamphlet, that it has not 
been publiſhed before the free pardon and 
deliverance of the gipſy, for in that caſe he 
might have had the credit of propheſying 
them, whereas now it may be ſaid of him 
as well as of ſome other prophets, that he 
has pretended to foretell events after they 
came to paſs ; but the real truth is, as may 
itſelf, that it was wrote ſome time ago, and 
entirely finiſhed immediately after the ver- 
dict of the grand jury, This is a fact that 
can be proved, ſo that in juſtice his pro- 
| phetical wares for any thing that has 
lately happened, ought to remain unim- 
paired: Indeed it may ſtill be alledged 
that when he poured forth theſe pro- 
phetical paſſages, he was in the ſituation of 
Virgil's ſibyl, and under a fit of the cataleptic 
K diſtemper, but as this is an aſſertion 
- | 1 which 
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